Some Great New Titles 

(and a few not so new!) 
 for Lit. Circles and Novel Studies
	Title
	Author
	Gr. level
	Description

	Roland Wright – Future Knight
	Toni Davis
	Gr. 2-3
	Chivalry, knighthood and adventure of young boy in 1409 who wants to become a knight

	Marty McGuire
	Kate Messner
	Gr. 2-3
	Spunky girl story

	Wildcat Run
	Sonia Spreen Bates
	Gr. 2-3
	Canadian adventure - three children become stranded on a mountain at night with a cougar after taking a dangerous ski run.

	We Can’t All Be Rattlesnakes
	Patrick Jennings
	Gr. 3-4
	Great “voice” – told from rattlesnake’s perspective

	Guinea Dog
	Patrick Jennings
	Gr. 3-4
	Humorous story of pet guinea pig who thinks he’s a dog

	*Snake and Lizard 
	Joy Cowley
	Gr. 3-4
	“Frog and Toad” type short stories about snake and lizard.  Excellent writing. 

	I Owe You One
	Natalie Hyde
	Gr. 3-5
	Fast paced and humours.  Set in small Canadian town, young boy attempts to pay off life debt to woman who rescued him from drowning.  

	Waiting For the Magic
	Patricia MacLachlan
	Gr. 3-5
	Family struggling with loss adopts 4 dogs and cat from shelter.  Brother and sister discover they can hear animals communicating.  

	Noah Barleywater Runs Away
	John Boyne
	Gr. 3-5
	8 yr. old boy runs away and meets a toy maker who takes him on a life changing adventure. 

	*Junonia
	Kevin Henkes
	Gr. 3-5
	Young girl’s search for rare shell at family cottage, story of accepting change and finding meaning in ordinary things

	*Secrets at Sea
	Richard Peck
	Gr. 3-5
	A family of mice adventure on the high seas. 

	Year of the Dog
	Grace Lin
	Gr. 4-5
	Asian family, culture, tradition, school, friendship – great for making connections!

	The Lemonade War 
	Jacqueline Davies
	Gr. 4-5
	Engaging story of siblings who compete to see which one can earn most $ selling lemonade

	*Tuesdays at the Castle
	Jessica Day George
	Gr. 4-5
	Princess Celia loves Tuesdays when the castle adds a new room, turret or entire wing.  Her knowledge of castle will pay off when it is threatened.  

	The Giant-Slayer 
	Iain Lawrence
	Gr. 4-6
	Different narrators, “layered” story, young hero destined to become giant slayer.  

	The Breadwinner
	Deborah Ellis
	Gr. 4-6
	Young girl and her family’s plight to survive Tali-ban’s rule in Afghanistan.  Excellent discussions.  

	Invisible Lines
	Mary Amato
	Gr. 4-6
	Poor boy tells lies to fit into rich school, fitting in, bullying, finding one’s voice, family in poverty

	*10 Rules for Living With My Sister
	Anne Martin
	Gr. 4-6
	Nine-year-old Pearl and her popular, thirteen-year-old sister, Lexie, are forced to find common ground when their grandfather moves in and they have to share a room.  

	The Fantastic Secret of Owen Jester
	Barbara O’Connor 
	Gr. 4-6
	Charming story of unlikely friendship, mixed with mystery and wonder. BC connection.

	The One and Only Ivan
	Katherine Applegate
	Gr. 4-6
	Set in sideshow shopping mall, written by a gorilla.  Lots to discuss

	Because of Mr. Turupt
	Rob Buryea 
	Gr. 4-6
	 Gr. 5 class, fantastic teacher, tragic accident.  (Kleenex required!) 

	Belly Up
	Stuart Gibbs
	Gr. 5-6
	Humorous mystery thriller, addresses how we treat animals in captivity 

	Close to Famous 
	Joan Baur
	Gr. 5-7
	Foster is a baking wiz but struggles in school.  She and mother leave abusive situation and Foster bakes her way into the hearts of the new small community.  

	*Breadcrumbs
	Anne Ursu
	Gr. 5-7
	Young Hazel sets off into the forest to find her friend Jack who disappeared with mysterious ice woman. Inspired by Hans Christian Andersen's "The Snow Queen," Breadcrumbs is a story of finding hope in unexpected places.

	The Fourth Stall
	Chris Hylander
	Gr. 5-7
	Middle school version of the sopranos.  Friends run business from school washroom stall.  Humour, suspense, self-esteem 

	Iqbal
	Francesco D'Adamo
	Gr. 5-7
	Based on true story of one child’s fight to abolish child slavery in Pakistan

	Shooting Kabul
	N. H. Senzai
	Gr. 5-7
	Afghanistan refugees in America 

	Bitter Chocolate
	Sally Grindley 
	Gr. 5-7
	West Africa, two boys working on chocolate plantation plot their escape.

	*True (sort of) 
	Katherine Hannigan
	Gr. 5-7
	Quiet story; portrayals of friendship and families bring a sense of hope to the lives of three children who had almost given up. 

	Walk to Water
	Linda Sue Park 
	Gr. 5-7
	Sudan – based on a true story. Two narratives weave together (one in 1985, other in 2008) story of hope, survival and courage 

	A Year Without Autumn
	Liz Kessler
	Gr. 5-7
	Young girl discovers she has moved forward in time one year and discovers her best friend Autumn has experienced tragedy.  

	Betti on a High Wire
	Lisa Railsback
	Gr. 5-7
	10 yr. old Babo orphan lost parents to war. Adopted by American family – tries to adjust to new home, name. 

	Fatty Legs – A True Story
	Christy Jordon Fenton
	Gr. 6-7
	Memoir of an Inuit girl’s experience in Residential School.  



	*Out of My Mind
	Sharon Draper
	Gr. 6-7
	Brilliant novel, young girl with cerebral palsy who is given a computer to communicate and demonstrate her intelligence



	Sektion 20
	Paul Dowsell
	Gr. 6-7
	WW II Thriller. Excellent look at living under totalitarian regime.  

	Every Soul a Star
	Wendy Mass
	Gr. 6-7
	Story told in narratives of 3 young teens who all witness a solar eclipse and whose lives are changed forever. Links to science/astrology.  Thought provoking.  

	Jeremy Fink and the Meaning of Life
	Wendy Mass 
	Gr. 6-7
	After the death of his father, Jeremy and his friend search for a key to open a box his father left him that holds the secret to the meaning of life

	*Breaking Stalin’s Nose
	Eugene Yelchin
	Gr. 6-7
	Brilliant look at life under Stalin, cold war, communism, dictatorship

	Black Radishes
	Susan Lynn Meyer
	Gr. 6-7
	Historical fiction, tasteful approach to Holocaust, Jews in occupied France. 

	Milo and the Sticky Note Brainfreeze
	Alan Sildeberg
	Gr. 6-7
	Format of Wimpy Kid. Milo deals with loss of his mother.  Great book dealing with grief 


*currently in hard cover
Happy Reading!  
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